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“World class operational excellence award for a major UK Business”
Lancashire truck maker Leyland Trucks Ltd, a subsidiary of PACCAR Inc. has been awarded a prestigious Shingo Bronze Medallion through the North West based Manufacturing Institute. The company becomes only the third UK company to ever win the award which is run across Asia, North America, South America, Europe and China and is aimed at recognizing the world’s most effective businesses.  To win an award, companies most demonstrate that they are world class in all areas including production, management and leadership.

The Manufacturing Institute is the Educational Partner for the Shingo Prize in the UK and Ireland. Leading international business magazine Businessweek has described the Shingo Prize for Manufacturing Excellence as “the Nobel Prize of manufacturing”. 
Dr Julie Madigan, Chief Executive of the Manufacturing Institute asserted “This is an outstanding achievement for Leyland Trucks who are only the 3rd UK company to be recognised with the global Shingo award. When competing to succeed during challenging economic times, businesses and organisations have to increase productivity and quality whilst also eliminating unnecessary waste. Throughout this Shingo process Leyland Trucks has emphatically demonstrated just how they practically and sensibly implement internationally renowned LEAN principles, system and tools into their workplace giving them competitive advantages and transforming them into a world class centre for operational excellence”. 

Leyland Trucks Managing Director Andrea Thompson said “The Shingo Prize is recognized as the premiere international award for operational excellence. The award reflects the dedication and commitment of Leyland Trucks’ employees who produce high quality DAF Trucks for the global market.” 

The Shingo Prize was established in 1988 to educate, assess and recognize world-class organizations for creating a culture of continuous improvement through employee empowerment and effective leadership.  It is administered by the Jon M. Huntsman School of Business at Utah State University and named for Japanese industrial engineer Dr Shigeo Shingo, who distinguished himself as one of the world’s leading teachers and experts in improving manufacturing processes. 

Leyland Trucks will receive the award at the 24th Annual Shingo Prize Awards Gala, taking place at the Shingo Prize Annual International Conference in Atlanta in May 2012. 

 By participating in this aspirational award businesses and organisations will be able to demonstrate their excellence on the world’s stage. Leyland Trucks is now following in the footsteps of those who have already taken the road to successfully gaining world-class recognition, including BAE Systems at Samlesbury and Ultraframe at Clitheroe.
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For further information contact David Holden-Locke, External Affairs Office on 07980 713 289 and David.Holden-Locke@manufacturinginstitute.co.uk
